Meeting VI. ?February 19th, 1902 Professor T. R. Fraser The CHAIRMAN, in his opening remarks,explained that they had met for the purpose of discussing the treatment and teaching of incipient and transitory mental disorders. The subject had been already brought into notice at a meeting held in that hall on the 21st of January, when the general objects of the scheme were laid before certain representative members of the medical profession and of the Royal Infirmary by Dr John Macpherson, Commissioner in Lunacy, and Sir John Sibbald, who formerly held that office. The present meeting, therefore, might be said to represent the second stage in a movement which had been conceived for the purpose of conferring benefit upon a section of the citizens who were, he believed, to a large extent overlooked by the benevolent schemes which were carried on in Edinburgh and also to confer a benefit upon the public generally by increasing the educational advantages of its School, adding another element to those already existing which had rendered the position of the great Medical School of Edinburgh such a satisfactory one. The movement seemed to have arrived at the stage when it was necessary and important to define accurately its objects, and to endeavour to obviate those difficulties which every pioneer movement must expect to encounter.
The Edinburgh Medico-Chirurgical Society very completely represented the medical views of the city and of a very large part of Scotland, and it was therefore important that the views of its members should be obtained.
They were confronted by two great problems. They had in the first place to endeavour to define the kinds of mental disorder that were likely to be beneficially and appropriately treated in a general hospital as distinguished from a lunatic asylum, and in the second place to try to come to some conclusion as to the best place in which provision for such treatment 
